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Rationale - the overview or scenario for this assignment

	A high street portrait studio has just replied to your application for the job of Photography Studio Assistant. For the interview you are asked to bring two black and white photographs. The first should be a head and shoulder portrait, which shows your ability to emphasise the personality of the sitter. The second should be a three quarters body portrait, which demonstrates your ability to encourage the person that is being photographed to look comfortable and natural.


Objectives:

	1.
	To research photographs to inform your creativity and help you understand the different kinds of studio portraiture and different kinds of studio lighting.

	2.
	To use traditional photographic techniques to create two studio portraits; one a traditional head and shoulders shot, the second a three quarters-length body shot.

	3.
	To show in your photographs, understanding in the following areas:

· Good exposure of negatives

· Sharpness of the focusing of the image

· Composition

· Effective and consistent black and white printing

· Good presentation skills of final photographic prints

	4.
	To complete a well-presented folder that demonstrates your research, your ideas (written and drawn), a complete set of contact prints and the set of finished prints.

	5.
	To mount your final images, so that the images can be easily viewed in the final project critique. 


	Unit 2: Vocational Context

	To achieve this Unit a learner must:

	1.

2.

3.
	Identify the influences of historical and contemporary art and design developments

Explore historical and contemporary references in researching and developing own response

Present information about the work studied in an appropriate format



	Unit 6: Working to Photography Briefs

	To achieve this Unit a learner must:

	1.

2.

3.
	Develop ideas and final outcomes to meet photography briefs by selecting suitable materials, techniques and processes.

Use traditional techniques (film based) and equipment basically and safely
Use digital techniques and technology basically and safely


Hints:

Doing the research

When doing the research, remember the workshop that you did with Richard, set everything up neatly in alignment and only collect larger images off the Internet. Also, look in the library, as there are many books on portraiture. However, when doing research remember that only images that are taken in a studio are acceptable, portraiture that is taken outside is not.  

Film

The best film for you to use on this project is a medium speed- ISO 100.

Blinking

Make sure that the person who is sitting for you does not blink when you take the shot. To make sure that this doesn’t happen, take more than one shot of the same image.

Taking the photographs

Remember all that you have learnt so far; make sure that you expose the picture correctly and that the images are sharp.

Your folder:
 Your completed folder will have the following in it in the order stated-

· Research Photographs

4 to 6 clear and explained examples of historical or contemporary portrait photographs 

· Research Ideas

Include a list of ideas which explain how you wish to dress and place your sitter (you can use illustrations or photographs to help you explain).

· Research materials, techniques and processes

Research into studio lighting materials, techniques and process (use lighting diagrams to help you explain lighting setups).

· Black & White Photographs

Produce one head and shoulders and one three quarters length photograph, that show the personality of your sitter.
· Evaluation

About 250 words.

Assignment Brief your aims and objectives and what you are required to achieve
Your folder is to have the following work secured in it by the deadline (marking criteria 2.3). Complete the tasks in the following order and tick them off as you complete them.
	PART A  – RESEARCH AND IDEAS

	1


	Picture Research – Marking criteria 2.1 & 2.2

Look through magazines, photography books and on the Internet for at least 4 to 6 historical and contemporary interesting photographs that are taken in a studio. Look at both general portraiture and the work of ‘the great’ portrait photographers. Describe what you see and how it makes you feel, and most importantly describe the lighting of the shot. When describing the light you should look at the contrast, i.e. is the image evenly lit over the whole face, or harshly lit on just one side, casting shadows on the other side. Also look at the shadows and try to see which direction the light if coming from, and also explain how these portraits can influence your own images.

	2
	Your ideas – Marking criteria 2.2

With the research that you have conducted in mind write down all yours ideas on what sort of lighting and feel you want from the photograph. From which direction are the lights shining on the person? What background do you want? Should there be a prop in the image? What clothing is the sitter going to wear? Also try to find and show illustrations or photographs that will help you explain you ideas.

	3
	Materials, techniques and processes research - Marking criteria 6.1

Research and explain a number of studio lighting setups that you could use on this project. The lighting explanations should include the feel or look the lighting will give. You should also include birds-eye-view diagrams of the lighting setups.

	PART B – PHOTOGRAPHY

	4
	Taking the photographs – Marking criteria 6.1 & 6.2

For taking the portraits, you are to split into pairs. You will them be allocated a timed studio slot. Within the studio you will then proceed by taking a head and shoulders portrait and a full-body portrait of your selected partner. Make sure that you take many images by just making small differences, like moving the sitter’s head, the lights or even the camera. These changes, however slight, can be the difference between getting the right feel or the wrong feel.

	5
	Processing the film and Producing the Contact Sheet Marking criteria 6.2
Process the film and produce a contact sheet. Put both the bagged negatives and the contact sheet securely in your folder.

	6
	Prints – Marking criteria 2.3 & 6.2

You will need two 8x10 inch black and white prints that have been traditionally printed in the darkroom. Your prints should be well presented with even sized borders. 

	7
	Mounting – Marking criteria 2.3

Your two final 8x10 images will be presented in high quality window mounts, which will be viewed on the college walls. The colour of the mount board can be white, cream or black. The choice of colour is up to you, as different colour mount board suits different images.

	8
	Written Evaluation

Write a brief, word-processed, evaluation (about 250 words) of what you have produced. It is important to justify the photographic decisions you have made (why you have done things the way you have). Refer to your research and write how it informed your pictures.


	Unit 2:  Contextual References in Art and Design

	To achieve a Pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve a Merit grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve Distinction grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	Tutor Feedback

	2.1
	Basically identify the influences of historical and contemporary art and design developments
	
	Consistently identify the influences of a range of historical and contemporary art and design developments
	
	Imaginatively and independently identify the influences of a wide range of historical and contemporary art and design developments
	
	

	2.2
	Basically explore historical and contemporary references in researching and developing own response
	
	Consistently explore a range of historical and contemporary references in researching and developing own response
	
	Imaginatively and independently explore a wide range of historical and contemporary references in researching and developing own response
	
	

	2.3
	Present information about the work studied appropriately
	
	Consistently present well-organised and effective information about the work studied
	
	Imaginatively and independently present complex information about the work studied
	
	

	General Feedback




	Unit 6:  Working with Photography Briefs

	To achieve a Pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:


	To achieve a Merit grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:


	To achieve a Distinction grade the

 evidence must show that the

 learner is able to:
	Tutor Feedback

	6.1
	Develop basic ideas and outcomes to meet photography briefs by selecting appropriate materials, techniques and processes
	
	Develop effective ideas and outcomes to meet photography briefs by exploring a range of alternative materials, techniques and processes safely
	
	Develop imaginative ideas and outcomes to meet photography briefs by exploring a wide range of alternative materials, techniques and processes safely
	
	

	6.2
	Use traditional techniques (film based) and equipment basically and safely
	
	Use a range of traditional (film based) techniques and equipment effectively
	
	Use a wide range of traditional (film based) techniques and equipment creatively and  independently
	
	

	6.3
	Use digital techniques and technology basically and safely
	
	Use a range of digital techniques and technology effectively.
	
	Use a wide range of digital techniques and technology creatively and independently.
	
	

	General Feedback




